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CHAP,    modities   of the  East  immediately  from the  countries
which produced them.    In order to give every possible

encouragement to commerce, Khalif Omar founded
city of Bussora, on the west bank of the Shat-el-Arab,
between the junction of the Tigris and Euphrates and the
Persian Gulf, a station scarcely inferior to Alexandria for
the shipping engaged in the Indian trade.* Although
the Arabs in the course of the seventh and eighth cen-
turies made several descents upon Guzerat, the Gulf
of Cambay, and Malabar, they made no fixed stay
upon these coasts ; but a considerable number of
individual merchants established themselves there, and
gained for themselves a reputation for commercial probity.
They had also possessed themselves of the whole of the
north coast of Africa, from the Delta of the Nile to the
Straits of Gibraltar, together with a great part of Spain.
The Christian races were thus cut off from the Eastern
commerce, with the exception of a small inland trade that
had been established through Tartary.                             ,>

With the rise of Venice, a closer intercourse than
previously existed was established between the Christians
and Mohammedans ; the ancient channel of intercourse
with India by Egypt was again laid open, and Venetian
merchants became the distributors of Indian produce over
the west of Europe.

About the middle of the eleventh century the empire
of the khalifs began to decline, and this was followed by
the irruptions of the Turks, whose invasion of Syria and
Palestine was one of the proximate causes of the crusades,
These expeditions, while they naturally revived the old^
hostility between the Christians and Mohammedans,
opened the eyes of the sovereigns of the West to the
wealth that was to be obtained from the commerce of thel
East. The merchants who were associated with these
adventurous expeditions obtained for themselves per-
mission to settle at Acre, Aleppo, and other trading
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